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ESF Member Organisations

ESF is an independent 
association of 79 Member 
Organisations 
• research funding organisations*
• research performing organisations*
• academies and learned societies

in 30 countries 

*Some are also represented in the 
EUROHORCs



About ESF
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• Established in 1974

• Offices in Strasbourg, 
Brussels, Ostend

• ESF budget: 53M€ in 2008 

including COST

• Staff: equivalent to 152 
full time in 2008 
including COST Office 

ESF headquarters, Strasbourg

Marine Board, Ostend

COST Office, Brussels



6

ESF covers all scientific domains

Standing Committee domains
• Humanities 
• Social Sciences 
• Life, Earth & Environmental 

Sciences 
• Medical Sciences 
• Physical and Engineering 

Sciences

Expert Board/Committee domains
• Marine Sciences
• Polar Sciences 
• Space Sciences

• Radio Astronomy
• Nuclear Physics
• Materials Science
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EUROHORCs‐ESF roadmap for actions
Actions #

1 Strengthen relations between science, society and the 
private sector and intensify the dialogue between
research organisations and political actors at the 
European level

2 Promote European research careers

3 Develop scientific foresight and use its results as a 
basis for joint strategy development

4 Create a European Grant Union

5 Address peer review of proposals at European level

6 Develop common approaches to ex-post evaluation of 
funding scheme and research programmes

7 Create ERA Connect and Regional Clusters

8 Develop shared funding and exploitation of medium-
sized research infrastructure

9 Implement a common policy on Open Access to research
results and Permanent Access to research data

10 Connect European Research to the world

mandated to 
DFG, who 
used MO 
Forum as 

instrument
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• Output-oriented discussion platforms for 
Member Organisations to develop joint 
actions on specific issues, involving others as 
appropriate 

• Actions: to contribute to Member Organisation 
strategy development and/or lead to the 
development of
– Best practice e.g. peer review
– Common procedures
– Cooperative activities

• Time-limited activities, typically two years

www.esf.org/mo-fora

ESF Member Organisation Fora



ESF Member Organisation Forum on Research 
Infrastructures

Launched in January 2010
Currently 23 Member Organisations and observers from the European 
Commission, ERC, ERF, ESFRI and ALLEA, (SciCOLL is invited to join as observer)

Mandate

• Achieve a definition of European Research Infrastructures (scope, international 
use, size, budget, regional distribution)

• Discuss standards for European Research Infrastructures (information to 
external users, terms of reference, access rules, personnel)

• Create an overview of European Research Infrastructures (opportunities of 
updating existing portal, registration procedure, definition of categories/relevant 
data to be supplied by RI, regular updates)

• Enable networking of European RI’s (by offering opportunities for RI specific 
workshops, user‐meetings, interaction with external scientists/industry to 
exchange expertise, identify new developments)

• Encourage external access to European RI’s (access rules, user fees funding)
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ESF MO FORUM on Research Infrastructures

4 Working Groups 

1. Access and Standards

2. Funding and Evaluation

3. Mobility and Networks

4. Mapping
Develop a mapping/landscape/overview of the existing 

RIs in Europe
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Aim
The MERIL project is an ESF initiative to provide 
the design and implementation of a 
comprehensive database of pan-European 
Research Infrastructures.

The work builds upon the existing Portal for 
European Infrastructure services, developed by 
ESF and the EC. EC funding for part of the MERIL 
project has been requested.

MERIL is supported by some of the main actors in 
European Research Infrastructures, such as the 
EC, EUROHORCs, ESFRI, ERF, EiroForum, ALLEA.

Mapping of European Research Infrastructure 
Landscape MERIL



Longer term outreach MERIL
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Research Infrastructures
Access rules
Gap analysis
Linking of distributed infrastructures

Scientific Community:
Networking
Training
Sharing of best practice 

Policy Makers:
Data Mining Tool
Strategy Planning Tool
International Visibility (e.g., OECD GSF)
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Relationship to SciCOLL

• SciCOLL is part of the Research Infrastructure 
landscape

• SciCOLL objectives partially coincide with those 
of MO Forum, MERIL and the ESF to promote 
world class research infrastructure in Europe

• SciCoLL is invited as observer in the MO Forum 
on RI’s
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Life, Earth and Environmental 
Sciences & Scientific Collections

For the typical activities in these fields the  quality 
assurance of sampling, storage of specimen, 
marine, lacustrine and terrestrial sediment cores, 
ice cores, air samples and open access to the 
repositories are critical issues. 

better understand biological, 
environmental and Earth systems across 

time and space

Life Environmental Earth Sciences
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EUROCORES in Geo- & Environmental Sciences

IODP Sci. Plan

EUROMARGINS
Processes at the Passive 

Continental Margins
EuroCLIMATE

Climate Variability and the 
(past, present and future) 

Carbon Cycle
EuroMARC

Challenges of Marine Coring 
Research

EuroMinScI
European Mineral 
Sciences Initiative
EuroDIVERSITY

Challenges of Biodiversity 
Science

EuroDEEP
Biodiversity and Ecology of 

Deep-Sea Ecosystems
TOPO-EUROPE

4-D Topography Evolution in 
Europe: Uplift, Subsidence 

and Sea level Change



Medical Research & Scientific Collections

Science Policy Briefing
Population Surveys & Biobanking

• Workshop on Population Surveys and Biobanking
(7-8 Dec 2006, Amsterdam, NL)

• Chairs: Professor Gertjan van Ommen, Leiden
University Medical Center (LUMC), NL
Professor Frank Skorpen, Norwegian

University of Science and Technology, NO

• Report published in May 2008
• Impact of Population Surveys and Biobanking

• European Strengths
• Rationale, Current Status and

International Context
• Key Challenges of European Biobanking

• Recommendations for European Biobanking
and Population Surveying
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